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Lesson 11

.  

  

[38]

[38] And He is Supreme and Exalted, High above having any opposites or rivals.

The Explanation – Point [38]
Muta`aalin (ٍ)ل, meaning: High Himself () ا, and in His Status () ر, and in Supremacy ()
over having any opposites and rivals. So, al-andaad ( – ا ادrivals) they are those who are like, or
those who resemble, and those who are equal. So Allaah, the One free of all imperfections and the
Most High, has no equal and He has no one like Him and He has no one resembling Him. So there
is no one who shares with Allaah, no one who resembles Him and no one who equals Him, He the
Majestic and Most High. So this is from His `Uloo ( - Exaltedness) with regard to His Qadr (  رStatus) and with regard to His Qahr ( - Supremacy). And He is Al-`Alee ( – اthe High One),
He is Himself High above all created beings. (“And He is High and Exalted above having any
opposites”) meaning: having any opponents. So Allaah has no opponents; He is not opposed by
anyone from His creation since whenever He wants an affair then it is not possible for anyone to
object or to prevent His command, He the Perfect and Most High. And when He wants to give,
then none can prevent; and when He wants to prevent then no one can give.

   

   

There is none that can withhold what You give and there is none that can give that which
You withhold.1
Allaah the Most High said,

 ¾½ ¼  » º ¹¸ ¶ µ´ ³²± °  ¯ ®¬ «m
1

This is reported by Al-Bukhaaree as hadeeth #844 and by Muslim with their chains of narration which go back to
Warraad the scribe of al-Mugheerah ibn Shu`bah who said, “Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu`bah dictated to me in a letter to
Mu`aawiyah that the Prophet sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam used to say at the end of every obligatory prayer,

         ! "# $ % $ $ % &' ( ) $)
* % * + ,
   
‘None has the right to be worshipped except Allaah alone, having no partner. Sovereignty is His and all praise
is for Him and He has full Power over everything. O Allaah! None can withhold that which You give and none
can give that which You withhold and none can be benefitted by his riches against You’.”
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Whatever mercy Allaah grants to mankind, then none can withhold it; and whatever He
withholds, then none can grant it after Him. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.
(Sooratul-Faatir (35), aayah 2)
So there is no equal for Allaah and no opposite for Him in what He commands and what He
forbids, contrary to the creation; since, with regard to the creation, you find those who dispute with
them and stand in the way of implementing their commands. So the created beings, all of them,
have those who share along with them. So the creation resemble each other in knowledge, and in
their names, and in everything; in their bodies and their characteristics, and they share with each
other in their actions and in their ownership. Whereas Allaah, the One free of all imperfections, no
one resembles Him and no one shares with Him.

 End of explanation of point [38] 
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[39]

[39] None can repel His Decree and none can delay His Judgment and none can
overcome His Commands.

The Explanation – Point [39]
So, Allaah is such,

l¾ ½ ¼ » º ¹¸  ¶m
When He decrees an affair He merely says to it “Be” and it is!
(Soorah Maryam (19), aayah 35)

lÐ ÏÎ ÍÌËÊm
None can delay His Judgement and He is quick in accounting.
(Sooratur-Ra`d (13), aayah 41)
So, Allaah the Might and the Majestic, when He decrees an affair then no one is unable to undo it or
to repel it, contrary to a created being since his judgement can be stopped or undone.
“And none can overcome His Commands”: And when He commands something no one can
overcome His Universal Commands (that which He decrees will occur in the creation). But with
regard to His Legislational Commands (that which Allaah commanded that should be done) then it
is the case that they may not be implemented and they may be disobeyed; and this is for trial and
testing so that reward or punishment can come as a result of that.

 End of explanation of point [39] 
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[40]

[40] We have eemaan in all of that and we are certain that everything comes from Him.

The Explanation – Point [40]
Everything that has previously been mentioned from the beginning of this creed right to its end, we
hold it as our religion before Allaah and it is not merely speech upon our tongues, rather it is from
our hearts.

 End of explanation of point [40] 
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[41]

[41] And that Muhammad is His chosen slave and His selected Prophet and His
Messenger whom He is pleased with.

The Explanation – Point [41]
The Shaykh (At-Tahaawee) rahimahullaah, having mentioned at the beginning of his speech what it is
obligatory to know regarding Allaah, the Perfect, and what it is obligatory to hold as creed and belief
that He is the Rabb (Lord and Nurturer), the One deserving of all worship to the exclusion of
everything else; and that He possesses the Attributes of Completeness and Perfection and the
Characteristics of Splendour and Majesty which He has always had and always will have as His
Characteristics; having explained that and clarified it, he moved on to that which it is obligatory to
believe and hold as creed with regards to the Messenger `alayhis-salaatu was-salaam. And his saying,
“And Muhammad is His chosen slave …” this is joined on and attached to the first speech in
this treatise: “We say with regard to Allaah’s Tawheed, holding as our creed, by the Tawfeeq
of Allaah, we say that Allaah is one having no partner …” to the end. Then he said, “And that
Muhammad …” to the end of it (this point). So it is obligatory to hold this as our creed; just as we
bear witness for Allaah, of His Divinity and Sole Right to worship, then we likewise bear witness for
the Messenger sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam, with ar-Risaalah (Messengership). And therefore, the two
shahaadah’s are always found together inseparably.
“And that Muhammad …” (sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam) – this was his name: Muhammad `alayhissalaatu was-salaam, by which he was well known, just as occurs in the Qur.aan,

lÂÁ À ¿ ¾½ ¼ »   º ¹m
Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but rather he is the Messenger of Allaah.
(Sooratul-Ahzaab (33), aayah 40)
And in His saying,

l\[Z Y  X V U TS R QP ONm
And they truly believe in whatever was sent down to Muhammad – and it is the Truth from
their Lord – then He will wipe away their sins and correct their affairs.
(Soorah Muhammad (47), aayah 2)
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And in the saying of Allaah the Most High,

lFE DC B Am
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah; and those who are with him…
(Sooratul-Fath (48), aayah 29)
And there occurs the name Ahmad (
quoting `Eesaa `alayhis-salaam,

)أ

in the Qur.aan in the saying of Allaah the Most High

 U  T SR   Q  P  O  N M  L KJ  I H G Fm
lY X  W  V
“O Children of Israa.eel! I am the Messenger of Allaah to you, attesting to what came before
me from the Tawraat and giving you glad tidings of a Messenger who will come after me;
his name will be Ahmad.”
(Sooratus-Saff (61), aayah 6)
And he (sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam) has names which occur in the Sunnah and they are mentioned
by Ibnul-Qayyim in his book: Jalaa.ul-Afhaam ()"!ء ام.
And becoming acquainted with the Messenger sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam is one of the obligations
of the religion and it is one of the fundamentals of Islaam. And Shaykh Muhammad ibn `AbdilWahhaab said in his Three Principles, “The first fundamental is knowledge about Allaah; and the
second is knowledge about His Prophet; and the third is knowledge of the religion of Islaam, with
the proofs.”2 So just as it is obligatory upon you to know about Allaah, then likewise, it is obligatory
upon you to acquire knowledge of His Prophet sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam, and knowledge and
awareness of the religion of Islaam, with its proofs. These are the three fundamental principles and
these are what the dead person will be asked about when he is placed in his grave.
And his saying, “(And Muhammad is) His slave”, so he was the slave of Allaah, the Mighty and
the Majestic. And he has no share whatever, of divinity or right to worship and he had no share of
Lordship (Ruboobiyyah) whatsoever. Rather, he is the slave of Allaah and His Messenger. He was
one commanded with His Commands; he was one forbidden from whatever He forbade and he was

2
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one who conveyed the Message from Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. And this contains a
refutation of those who go beyond the limits with regard to him `alayhis-salaatu was-salaam. Because,
there are those people who go beyond the limits with regard to the Messenger `alayhis-salaatu wassalaam and they give him something from Lordship or from the right to worship, and they call upon
him along with Allaah and this is going beyond the limits (# – ghuloo) – and Allaah’s Refuge is
sought – just as the Christians went beyond the limits with regard to Al-Maseeh `Eesaa ibn Maryam,
that they said that he was the son of Allaah, or that they said that he was Allaah, or that they said
that he was one of a trinity.
So in his saying: “he was Allaah’s chosen slave”, this contains a refutation of ghuloo (going beyond
the limits). So he was an `abd (slave) and everyone upon the earth and in the heavens are slaves of
Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. He the Perfect said,

l Ê É È  Ç ÆÅ ÄÃ Â Ám
Everyone in the heavens and upon the earth will come to the Most Merciful One as a slave.
(Soorah Maryam (19), aayah 93)
So the angels are slaves.

l b a ` _^]\ [ ZYXm
Rather, they are honoured slaves. They do not precede Him in speech and they act upon
His Command.
(Sooratul-Anbiyaa. (21), aayaat 26-27)
And the Prophets and the Messengers are slaves (of Allaah), just as He the Perfect said about Nooh
`alayhis-salaam,

lnm lm
He was a thankful slave.
(Sooratul-Israa. (17), aayah 3)
And He the Mighty and Majestic said,
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So they rejected our slave (Nooh `alayhis-salaam)
(Sooratul-Qamar (54), aayah 9)
And He said with regard to Daawood,

lL KJI HGF Em
And remember Our slave Daawood – the one possessing strength. Indeed, he is one who
oft-turned to Allaah.
(Soorah Saad (38), aayah 17)
And He said with regard to Sulaymaan,

lt srqpm
What a fine slave; he was indeed one turned often to Allaah.
(Soorah Saad (38), aayah 30)
And He said with regard to Ayyoob,

lÓÒ Ñm
And remember Our slave Ayyoob
(Soorah Saad (38), aayah 41)
And He said with regard to `Eesaa,

l ÌË Ê ÉÈÇ Æ Å ÄÃm
He was just a slave whom We bestowed Favour upon, and We made him an example for the
Banoo Israa.eel
(Sooratuz-Zukhruf (43), aayah 59)
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So when it is the case that the Prophets and the Messengers and the angels are all slaves of Allaah
and they are the noblest of the creation, then anyone else besides them from the Awliyaa. (beloved
and obedient servants of Allaah) and from the Saaliheen (righteous people) are so, first and foremost.
And the most excellent of them is Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam; and he is the last of the
Prophets. And Allaah called him a slave in His saying,

l » º ¹ ¸¶µ ´³m
And if you are in any doubt about what We sent down to Our slave
(Sooratul-Baqarah (2), aayah 23)
Meaning, Allaah’s Messenger sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam. And likewise, He the Most High said,

l©¨§¦ ¥¤m
Blessed is the One Who sent down the Criterion to His slave
(Sooratul-Furqaan (25), aayah 1)

lDCB Am
Glorified is the One Who took His slave (Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam) on the
night journey
(Sooratul-Israa. (17), aayah 1)
And the station of `uboodiyyah (servitude to Allaah – being a slave) is the highest of levels; and there
is nothing more noble than servitude to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.
And he `alayhis-salaatu was-salaam himself said,

$ ;@ ( 6 :  G4 6  E) F =8 >  ?@A BC " 1  D
“Do not exaggerate in praise of me just as the Christians exaggerated in praise of `Eesaa ibn
Maryam; indeed I am just a slave; so say, ‘the slave of Allaah and His Messenger’.” 3

3

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree as hadeeth #3445
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And the meaning of ‘al-mustafaa’ ($%&' – اthe chosen one) is: ‘al-mukhtaar’ ( ا(ر- the one
chosen) which is from the word al-istifaa. (ء%&)* )اwhich means: al-ikhtiyaar (ر+,* – اchoosing and
preferring). He, the Most High said,

i hg f edc ba  ` _^m
lr qp o n m l k j
And remember Our servants, Ibraaheem and Ishaaq and Ya`qoob, possessors of strength
and insight. We chose them by granting them special remembrance of the Home of the
Hereafter. And they are with Us, from the chosen, the best.
(Soorah Saad (38), aayaat 45-47)
So, ‘al-mustafayn’ is the plural of ‘al-mustafaa’ and it means: ‘the chosen one’. In origin, it is ‘mustafa’
($%') then the taa.’ ( )ءis changed to a taa. (ء-) to make it ‘mustafaa’ ($%&') to make it easier to
pronounce.
So the term ‘al-mustafaa’ means ‘the chosen one’ because Allaah the Perfect, chose Muhammad
`alayhis-salaatu was-salaam for Messengership out of all of his people; and Allaah knows best where to
place His Messengership. So, He does not choose except one that He knows deserves to be chosen
and that he will carry out the duty since this is a difficult and tremendous duty. So Allaah does not
choose except one who is fitting for it. He, the Perfect said,

l ÈÇÆ Å Ä Ãm
Allaah knows best where to place His Messengership
(Sooratul-An`aam (6), aayah 124)
(7 8

60)

The term ‘al-mujtabaa’ (HIJ) carries the same meaning as ‘al-mustafaa’ – chosen or

selected.
And the term ‘an-Nabee’ (./ ا- the Prophet) is one to whom Allaah sent revelation to, revealing to
him Legislation; but he was not commanded to convey that. Whereas, ar-Rasool (ل0 – اthe
Messenger) is one to whom Allaah reveals Legislation, and he was commanded to convey that. This
is the most famous saying which explains the distinction between a Prophet (Nabee) and a Messenger
(Rasool). And the meaning of “he was commanded to convey it” is: he was commanded to require
the people to be upon it and to fight them upon what he came with.
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And every Nabee (Prophet) had revelation sent to him and he called to Allaah the Mighty and the
Majestic; however, he followed those Prophets who came before him and walked upon the path of
those before him. And he is not singled out with specific revealed laws - like the Prophets of Banu
Israa.eel – they came with the Tawraat and they called to the Tawraat which Allaah sent down to
Moosaa `alayhis-salaam.
(1:"5

9) And the term ‘al-murtadaa’ (KD) carries the same meaning as al-mujtabaa and al-

mustafaa, meaning that Allaah was pleased and satisfied with him.

 End of explanation of point [41]4 


4

Translator’s Side Point: Shaykh Al-Albaanee rahimahullaah explained the distinction between a Nabee (Prophet) and a
Rasool (Messenger) in this way: He said,
“Know that every Messenger (Rasool) is a Prophet (Nabee) but not every Prophet is a Messenger. And they mentioned
a number of differences between a Messenger and a Prophet; you will see these mentioned in the Tafseer of Al-Aaloosee
()ا, Volume 5, pages 449-450 and in other places. And perhaps the closest saying (to correctness) is that a
Messenger (Rasool) is one who was sent with a new, revealed Law; whereas a Prophet was sent to confirm Legislation
already present from before and of course he was commanded to convey that; since it is known that the scholars, they
are commanded with that (conveying the message and calling to Islaam), even more so the Prophets, as will not be
hidden.”
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At-Ta`leeqaat Al-Mukhtasarah `alaa Matn Al-`Aqeedah At-Tahaawiyyah
By Shaykh Saalih ibn Fawzaan al-Fawzaan hafizahullaah
Pages 54-60 (Points 38-41)
Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood Burbank, rahimahullaah, on 6th December, 2004
Transcribed by Sideeqa Ali
Points discussed in this excerpt include:
•

Allaah is High Himself () ا, and in His Status () ر, and in Supremacy () over having any
opposites or rivals.

•

None can withhold what Allaah gives and none can give that which He withholds.

•

None can repel Allaah’s Decree, delay His Judgment, or overcome His (Universal) Commands.

•

It is possible that Allaah’s Legislational Command is disobeyed and not implemented. This is for testing the
servants so that reward or punishment may come as a result of it.

•

We hold what is mentioned in this creed to be our religion. It is not merely speech on the tongue but is from
our hearts.

•

Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam is Allaah’s chosen slave, His selected Prophet and His Messenger
with whom He is pleased.

•

Just as we bear witness to Allaah’s Divinity and Sole Right to worship, we likewise bear witness for
the Messenger sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam with Messengership. The two shahaadah’s are inseparable.

•

Allaah’s Messenger sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam was named Muhammad. He was also known as
Ahmad as mentioned in the Qur.aan and by other names mentioned in the Sunnah.

•

The Messenger sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam was the slave of Allaah and has no share whatsoever in
divinity or right to be worshipped.

•

Explanations for the difference between a Nabee (Prophet) and a Rasool (Messenger) are:

•

o

A Nabee is one to whom Allaah revealed Legislation but he was not commanded to convey it,
whereas a Rasool is one to whom Allaah revealed Legislation and commanded him to convey it.

o

A Rasool is one who was sent with a new, revealed Law; whereas a Nabee was sent to confirm
Legislation already present from before and he was commanded to convey that Legislation.

Every Rasool is a Nabee but not every Nabee is a Rasool.
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